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WORSHIP & THE WORD
10:00 am

COVENANT KIDS
10:00 am

NAGAMESE SERVICE
2:00 pm

COVENANT KIDS (Nagamese)
2:00 pm

BLAZE
Teens/Young Adults




James 1:17

Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due
to change.

(ERV) Everything good comes from
God. Every perfect gift is from him.

God is a giver of gifts. In fact, James
says if there is anything good in your
life, it came from him. And none of
God's gifts are bad or harmful.

The greatest gift of all is salvation.
Ephesians 2:8 says, For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God. Grace is God’s extreme
kindness towards those who are unde-
serving. We're not saved because we
have been good, but because some-
one else has been good to us.

Salvation is the gift of God, not the
prize of God. It is not awarded for
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some notable achievement. It is given
freely out of love. If salvation is a gift,
if it is unmerited, why isn't everyone
automatically saved?

In John 4:10, Jesus said, If you knew
the gift of God, and who it is that

is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.
The living water he's talking about is
eternal life, salvation. But notice Je-
sus said that even if you know about
this gift, you still have to ask for it.
The Lord doesn’t force anyone to get
saved. We must ask for it and receive
it by faith.

Romans 5:17

For if, because of one man'’s tres-
pass, death reigned through that
one man, much more will those who
receive the abundance of grace and
the free gift of righteousness reign
in life through the one man Jesus
Christ.



One man got us into this mess, anoth-
er man got us out of it. Jesus came

to undo what Adam did. Because of
Adam, spiritual death reigned. In oth-
er words, the nature of sin permeated
the entire human race. And with it
came all the miseries of this life: sin
and shame, sickness and lack.

John Alexander Dowie once said,
Sickness is the foul offspring of its fa-
ther Satan and its mother sin.

“Salvation is the

 giFt of God, not the
prize of God.

But because of Jesus, whom the Bible
calls the last Adam, we reign in life.
The word life here means eternal life,
the life of God; it is the result of being
reconciled to him. The Greek says we
reign as kings in the life. That means
we live victorious over sin and all that
it produces. It means dominion is re-
stored to us through Christ.

A man attended a meeting where the
evangelist preached from Romans
5:17, “reigning in life in Christ.” On
the way home, suddenly a woman in
the dark stepped out in front of his
car. He hit going more than 70 kph.

He was sure it broke every bone in her

body.

As her lifeless body lay on the side

of the road, someone called an am-
bulance. The driver was in shock.

But suddenly he remembered these
words, “they shall reign as kings in life
through Jesus Christ.” He walked over
to the dead body and rebuked death
and commanded her to live. She im-
mediately regained consciousness.
The ambulance came and took her to
the hospital. The doctors said she was
fine except for a few bruises!

But notice how we reign in life:
through God'’s grace and the gift of
righteousness. Righteousness means
“right standing with God.” And it is

a gift. Man'’s religion says that if you
work hard to improve yourself, you
may eventually rise to an acceptable
place in God. But the gospel says that
the moment you believe, God ele-
vates you to the same position that
Christ has.

The main reason Christians don’t walk
in dominion and authority is that they
don’t understand that righteousness is
a gift. It became yours when you re-
ceived Christ,

Acts 2:38

And Peter said to them, "Repent
and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the for-
giveness of your sins, and you will



receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Peter said these words on the day of
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came
down and filled those disciples and
enabled them to speak in tongues.
When Peter talks about the gift of the
Holy Spirit, he is not referring to sal-
vation. Salvation is the forgiveness of
sins that he mentioned in the first part
of this verse. He means being filled
with the Spirit, what Jesus called be-

ing baptized with the Spirit in Acts 1:5.

" The Lord doe'sr.?t Force
anyone to get saved. -

~ We must ask For it and
receive it by Faith.

In other words, after you are saved,
God has another gift for you. Acts
10:45 says, the gift of the Holy
Spirit was poured out even on the
Gentiles. When the Spirit came upon
Cornelius and his family, they began
speaking in tongues. Notice, this
outpouring is called a gift, and that
means it is freely given.

Some Christians will warn you about
the move of the Spirit, and they say
speaking in tongues is wrong. But this
is a gift from God, and James 1:17
says every gift of God is good!

The Greek word translate gift in Acts
2:38 is the same word used in John
4:10. It is just as easy to be filled with
the Spirit as it is to be saved. Many
churches have made being baptized
with the Spirit unnecessarily difficult.
They tell you to fast and pray for sev-
eral days. But Cornelius’ family neither
fasted nor prayed. These believe you
must have an anointed man of God
lay hands on you. But no one laid
hands on Cornelius. You can receive
through laying on of hands, but you
don't have to.

If someone wants to give you a gift, if
that person extends their hand to you,
what do you have to do to receive that
gift? Just reach out and take it. Faith

is the hand that receives what God is
offering. Galatians 3:14 says Christ
died for us, that we might receive
the promised Spirit through faith.
Not through weeping and wailing and
fasting and endless repenting, but
through faith.

In the book of Acts, the emphasis is
not on God giving the Spirit, but on
believers receiving the Spirit. For ex-
ample, Acts 8:15 says that after the
Samaritans believed the gospel, Peter
and John came down and prayed
for them that they might receive
the Holy Spirit. That God would give
them the Spirit? No, that they might
receive. And v.17, Then they laid
their hands on them and they re-
ceived the Holy Spirit.



God is the giver, but believers are the
receivers of God's good gifts. And
anything that God has promised to
you, which you receive by faith, could
be called a gift. James 5:15 says, And
the prayer of faith will save (heal)
the one who is sick.

We live victorious over sin
" and all that it produces. It

means dominion is restored
to us through Christ.

What about other gifts?

In Romans 1:11,Paul said, For | long
to see you, that | may impart to you
some spiritual gift to strengthen
you.

| believe there are other things that
God can impart to our spirits to help
us fulfill our assignment and run our
race. Romans 12:6 says, Having gifts
that differ according to the grace
given to us. You cannot claim these
things by simple faith because you
don’t have a promise of them. But if
the Spirit of God moves on you, take
what he desires to impart to you.

1 Corinthians 7:7 says But each has

his own gift from God, one of one
kind and one of another. Paul called

his ability to remain unmarried a gift.
But he said not everyone has that gift.
(And most people don't want that gift
either!) The Greek word for gift in 1
Corinthians 7:7 and Romans 1:22
and 12:6 is a different word than what
we looked at previously. It is the word,
charisma, which means “a supernatu-
ral ability.”

There is a gift of ability that God
would like to impart to your spirit.
Some things we can't take hold of
without spending time in God’s pres-
ence.

In Acts 6,we read that a dispute arose
among the disciples. Some widows
felt they were being neglected. So
the apostles asked the believers to
choose seven men with a good rep-
utation, full of wisdom, and full of the
Holy Spirit. v.5 says among the others
they chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit.

Then v.6 says, These they set before
the apostles, and they prayed and
laid their hands on them.

v.8 tells us that Stephen, full of grace
and power, was doing great won-
ders and signs among the people.

Stephen was full of faith and the Holy
Spirit before any of the apostles laid

hands on him — but he didn't perform
any signs and wonders until after they
did lay hands on him. To me, this sug-



gests something was added to him
that he didn't have before.

1 Timothy 4:14

Do not neglect the gift you have,
which was given you by prophecy
when the council of elders laid their
hands on you.

The gift Paul is referring to couldn’t be
salvation or the baptism with the Spir-
it — you don't need a council of elders
to prophesy over you to be saved or
filled with the Spirit. This has some-
thing to do with his calling, equipping
for ministry.

y

" God'is the giver, but
believers are the - -

receivers of God’s
good gifts.

And notice, even if you have a gift,
you could neglect it.

1 Peter 4:10

As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stew-
ards of God'’s varied grace:

Some have received gifts by the Spirit
and lost them through neglect. If you
use what God has given you, it will be

enhanced. But it is possible to lose
the anointing, Samson did. Saul did.
David almost did. God didn't give you
these gifts so that you could person-
ally profit from them. He gave you this
ability to serve him and bless others.

Don't take your gift, wrap it in a nap-
kin, and bury it. When the Lord re-
turns, you will be held accountable. If
God gives you a gift, he expects you
to use it. And we should be grateful
for all the gifts of God.

Instead of comparing yourself to oth-
ers, take stock of what God has given
you. You're not responsible for what
someone else does with the talents
given to them. You are responsible for
your own gifts.

At this time of year, we often share
gifts among ourselves. But let’s re-
member the greatest gift is Jesus. If
you have him, you have it all!

This message is one part of a series. To hear mOteaching on
this sermon series, go to our Youtube channel.

John Roughton is the
founder of Spirit of Faith
church and Bible School
located in Dimapur,
Nagaland. Along with
his wife Zhepitoli, he
continues to teach God's
Word with clarity with a
mandate to transform
nominal Christians into
victorious believers. For
more information you
can go to: www.sofi.life
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CHILDREN TESTIMONY

Psalm 127:3 - “Children are a gift from the LORD;
they are a reward from Him.”

Adori — | was very shy about attending Covenant
Kids, but my mother and little brother encouraged
me. As | started attending, | learned a lot of Bible
verses. | came to know that God is my Father,
Jesus is my friend and my Shepherd, and that God
is always with me in good times and in bad times.

Jessica — As | attended CK, | learned to read the
Bible and pray. One day | was very sick, and my
mother stood with me in prayer. We read the Bible
and prayed together as a family, and God healed
me. It also changed my habits, and | know Jesus
gave me a new life.

Alden - | had a very bad attitude; | used to talk
back to my parents. My father encouraged me
and took me to Covenant Kids. | learned to read
the Bible, pray, and speak in tongues. | have
changed a lot. Jesus made me an obedient boy.

Likina - When | was very little, | got really sick, but

| got better because Jesus healed me. | shared
with my friends about Jesus and brought them to
Covenant Kids, and now | have new friends. | thank
God for that because | prayed for good friends,
and God blessed me with new friends.

Musho - | was very sick and had a bad fever
one Sunday, but my friend invited me to CK.
After coming to CK, | was healed. Ever since then,
| have started coming to CK and | am learning
the Word of God.

Suzanna — One day | lost Rs 200, and | was very
scared because my mother would scold me. |
prayed for it, and after some time a boy came to
me and gave me 200 rupees, saying he found it
on the roadside. | was very happy and thanked
him as well as God. After that, | became very
careful.
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